
WISBOROUGH GREEN
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

  FEBRUARY 2012

DIARY OF EVENTS

THURSDAY  -  16th FEBRUARY 2012

MEMBERS EVENING - THE CHAPEL, SPY LANE, LOXWOOD   -  7:30PM

An open evening - come along and recount your own experiences of beekeeping for the benefit of all 
present, problems encountered, successes achieved, new ideas put to the test, amusing experiences, or 
questions.

SATURDAY  -  18th FEBRUARY

BEGINNERS AND IMPROVERS BEEKEEPING COURSE

See Below for details

SUNDAY  -  19th FEBRUARY

APIARY MEETING 2:00PM  -  TO CHECK STORES

See Below for details

SATURDAY  -  25th FEBRUARY

WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION

See Below for details

TUESDAY  -  20th MARCH 

AGM - THE CHAPEL, SPY LANE, LOXWOOD   -  7:30PM

Officers and Contact Information:

President Mr Roger Patterson   01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com
Chairman Mr Tom Moore   01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com
Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan  01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover  01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
Membership Mrs Judy Knight   01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach    01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com
Website:     www.wgbka.org.uk



At the time of writing we have 84 people booked on the Winter Learning sessions. There have 

been several more who have unfortunately not been available on the allotted days. This is a brilliant 

response. Where I originally expected 30-35 which would have given us three groups, we now have 7 groups. 

The bookings for the Beginners Day are coming in steadily and are slightly up on the same time last year. Up 

and down the country there are varying responses to the need for BKAs to train beekeepers with moans and 

groans which include “The BBKA don’t help us”, “There are too many beginners”, “We can’t handle it”, etc. 

There was a resolution recently put to the Annual Delegates Meeting of the BBKA asking for a reduction in 

publicising beekeeping to slow down the number wanting to keep bees. It was passed with a huge majority. 

I’m pleased to say that WG have a hard working and supportive committee with good backup from members 

and we just get on and do things. I think we have handled the influx well and responded very quickly.

I was invited by Bee Craft to write about what we do to teach members which appeared in the Jan issue. I had 

several complimentary emails including one from a Regional Bee Inspector. I was accused by one person of 

causing unrest because one of their members asked why they couldn’t have similar facilities! We are quite 

lucky, but I come across other BKAs who have good facilities as well. In the last year or so I have come across 

one BKA who had a large orchard bequeathed to them, and two that have gained substantial grants, one for 

£30,000, the other for £40,000. The future is still dependant on the ability and foresight of the members at any 

one time and all of these examples can fail if they get it wrong. It seems to me those who do nothing are the 

moaners.

With the amount of work I have got at the moment my honey recipes website www.honeyrecipes.org.uk 

doesn’t have the attention I would like. I still have a lot of recipes that need typing/scanning and sending back 

to me for uploading. Any additions that can be gleaned from various sources would also be a help. If there is 

anyone prepared to do this please speak to me.

For the Feb 19th meeting we will be looking at the food situation in the colonies and making sure the roofs 

haven’t leaked. Although at the oxalic acid meeting all colonies were still alive (around 40 of them!) I am 

expecting some to die out. 

PATTERSON IN PRINT



There were a few that were quite weak. As is customary with these winter meetings there is the opportunity 

to have a pub Sunday lunch at 12.30. If you are interested please email me. Otherwise it will start at 2.00. This 

will probably be an interesting event where we can heft the hives and if the weather is warm perhaps remove 

a few crown boards.

Throughout the summer we will be monitoring around six colonies as our contribution to a BBKA funded 

research programme. This will monitor the effects of disruption of a colony after inspection. Details haven’t 

been finalised yet, but it is expected to use sound and temperature sensors to see how long it takes to return 

to “normal” after it has been inspected. This will be done at meetings where the usual instructional colony 

inspection is 20-40 minutes or a “normal” inspection by an experienced beekeeper of 5-10 minutes. It 

should also monitor if anything happens if the hive roof is taken off or the hive is knocked. This will be time 

consuming, but the information should help in developing new ways of inspecting a colony. From what I 

have seen of the proposal so far there is a lot of work involved, with each colony being monitored by several 

sensors, the whole lot being powered by car batteries and the data being sent electronically to the data centre. 

There are several theories around about how long a colony takes to return to normal varying from ½ hour to 

a week. By observation I have always reckoned an hour or two. Let’s see how long it takes, though my guess is 

it will be quite variable.

Roger

BEEBASE

BeeBase is the Fera National Bee Unit website. It is designed for beekeepers and supports Defra, WAG and 

Scotland's Bee Health Programmes and the Healthy Bees Plan, which set out to protect and sustain our 

valuable national bee stocks.

Our website provides a wide range of free information for beekeepers, to help keep their honey bees healthy 

and productive.

Please play your part and help us by signing up at 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/public/register.cfm



EXAMS...EXAMS...EXAMS

Roger’s Winter Learning days are now under way, and we hope that these days will encourage 

a good number of our members who are suitably experienced to take the BBKA Basic 

Assessment this year.  Having had only 2% of West Sussex members take the Basic in recent 

years we made a big push in 2011 and achieved 8%, which puts us among the top few 

Associations in the country.

The Basic is not strictly an exam, but a practical and oral assessment of your beekeeping 

skills.  You should ideally have kept bees for at least a full season on your own, with training 

experience at the apiary as well.  The full syllabus can be found on the BBKA website at http://

www.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments/basic_assessment

To do the Basic you need to have your entry form countersigned, to say that you satisfy the 

entry requirements.  The forms then go via the West Sussex exam coordinator to BBKA who 

arrange the assessors and dates.  The assessment is normally held at our training apiary at 

Dounhurst.  Clearly we hope that everyone who enters has a good chance of passing. Before 

Roger or I will sign entry forms we do like to feel that a candidate is ready to take the Basic, 

so we ask that you attend as many apiary meetings as you can, and discuss your intentions as 

soon as possible.  On some occasions we may advise a year’s delay, to give you time to develop 

your experience and understanding.  We are very keen to have as many people take the Basic 

as possible, but don’t want to bring assessors a long distance and take up their time with 

anyone who is not ready for the assessment.

If you are interested in taking the Basic Assessment in 2012 do please speak to Roger on the 

Winter Learning days, or to Roger or Tom at any of our meetings.

Tom



WISBOROUGH GREEN BEGINNERS & IMPROVERS DAY 2012 

Details can be obtained here: 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%202012.pdf

Application Form here:

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form%202012.
pdf   

Paynes will be there all day, so even if you are not attending the day there is the opportunity 
to place an order for collection from Pulborough Village Hall on the day (for example, if you 
need supplies of fondant to top up feed for your bees).

Beginners and Improvers Beekeeping Day:  Saturday 18th February 2012

NORMAN CARRECK

On 16th February, Norman is giving a talk in Southwater called “Do Bees Matter” and talks 
about colony losses, etc.  It will include the very latest data on UK and US bee losses.  These 
data are published in the Journal of Apicultural Research later this month so it is highly topi-
cal.  He will also look at the more practical things people can do the help bees.  Please feel free 
to include this attachment in your next newsletter and/or circulate to your members. 
 
Tickets can be booked through me (in which case, I need a name, a cheque made payable to 
“Southwater PCC” and an address to send the tickets).   A complementary glass of wine is 
included. 
 
The proceeds are in aid of the “Turn Up The Heat” appeal.  Last year, Holy Innocents church 
saw its heating system fail catastrophically.  It was very old and had been maintained carefully 
over the years.  The church had to replace the entire system so the church building could still 
be used.  Sadly, the church receives no funding and has had to raise the money to pay for the 
new system.  The remaining target is £25,000. 
 

I hope we will see you at the talk!   Kindest   Andrea  01403 733982



MONICA LUCAS LECTURE

A REVIEW BY SUE COOPER

Monica Lucas from Chichester division brightened up a dark January evening for us with her talk on 

"gardening for bees and butterflies", illustrated with slides and some very highly scented specimens from her 

garden. She has had two career phases in horticulture, working for the GLC parks and later running her own 

nursery, before retiring to one of the former Land Settlement Association holdings at Sidlesham and creating 

a garden of several acres from scratch. Monica emphasised the importance of having good sources of pollen 

and nectar close to the bees at this time of year when flying time is limited and stores are getting low.

She brought samples of plants in flower now - Mahonia ‘Charity’, Daphne bholua ‘Jacqueline Postill’ ( a taller 

species than D.odora and even more strongly scented), Christmas box Sarcococca, hellebores and winter 

flowering heathers (which will tolerate lime in the soil unlike their heathland summer-flowering cousins). 

She explained how to prolong the flowering period of many plants by cutting back either the single main 

stem, for example with Mahonia or chrysanthemums, to stimulate the production of several flowering 

sideshoots instead, or by giving a "Chelsea chop" - so called because the timing coincides roughly with that of

the Chelsea Flower Show - to a proportion or all of bushier plants to delay flowering or allow a second wave 

of blooms to be produced. 

The daisy family is particularly valuable - Heleniums, Rudbeckias, Echinops, marguerites etc. - and the 

old cottage garden Michaelmas Daisy, now much improved and diversified with new species and cultivars. 

Monica pointed out that the rougher-leaved species such as the New England (novae-angliae) varieties are 

not so prone to mildew which is a scourge of smooth-leaved varieties such as Aster novi-belgii (literally New 

Belgium, which Tom Moore was able to tell us was the original settlers' name for the New York area where 

the plants came from, which was marshy, and powdery mildew does not like wet conditions so it was not a 

problem there). 

the evening finished with questions including a discussion of the native/non-native plant issue, and a 

couple of members asking advice on creating a wildflower meadow and improving a woodland for bees. But 

whatever the size of our gardens, I'm sure we all gained some ideas and inspiration for improving their value 

to bees and other insects from this talk, 

Thank-you Monica.



WSBKA ANNUAL CONVENTION 2012

Do you go to the Convention, or do you think it is only for those who are ‘really keen’?  Do you enjoy coming 
to Division meetings?  Because if you do, you’ll enjoy the Convention even more!    

At the Convention we have the equivalent of 5 of the best Division meetings, all in one day, and for an 
incredibly modest price of only £20 including lunch (a specially discounted price for our members).  It takes 
place at the Lodge Hill Centre, which is barely 15 minutes from Chichester or Wisborough Green.  It is a 
great opportunity, not to be missed.

What we can do for the Convention is to have speakers we could never hope to attract to speak at Division 
meetings.   Again this year we have two speakers coming really long distances,  Dinah Sweet who is 
President of the Welsh Beekeepers, and Ivor Davis, former Chairman of BBKA, from Devon, each of whom 
are presenting a main lecture and a seminar.  Without attending the BBKA Convention or the National 
Honey Show, this could be our only opportunity to hear these authorities on their subject, as well as a choice 
of several other fascinating lectures

So if you haven’t yet booked, especially if you don’t normally think that the Convention is for you, may I 
suggest you reconsider?  The full details are attached, and are also on the West Sussex Beekeepers’ web site.  
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex  or drop me an email on wsbkaconvention@gmail.com.  Book now 
while there is still space!

We hope to see you there

Christine
Mrs Christine Stevens
Convention Organiser
West Sussex Beekeepers Association

NOTICE

We will have an apiary meeting on Sun Feb 19th at 2.00 to check the stores situation of the 

colonies. This will be preceded by Sunday lunch for those who wish. 

If you haven’t yet booked for the Convention, I strongly recommend that you do so as soon as possible.  Full 

details were circulated with last month’s Wisborough Green and West Sussex newsletters.

It’s a fantastic programme this year, and an event not to be missed.

Tom


